
1IPEC An ILO Initiative

The ILO standardsThe ILO standards
on Child Labouron Child Labour

in relation with the CRCin relation with the CRC
-- Enforcement processesEnforcement processes

Y.Noguchi, Senior legal officer,
IPEC (International

Programme on the Elimination
of Child Labour),

International Labour Organization

Y.NoguchiY.Noguchi, Senior , Senior legallegal officerofficer,,
IPEC (InternationalIPEC (International

Programme on Programme on thethe EliminationElimination
ofof Child Labour),Child Labour),

International Labour International Labour OrganizationOrganization

Cape Town, 23 March 2005



2IPEC An ILO Initiative

What can you do against child labour?

1. Be aware of child labour 
and make others aware too

2. Use the knowledge on child 
labour in your profession

3. Network and link with 
other actors
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Contents of the presentation

• What is child labour, and its worst forms?
• Selected topics (1): children in armed conflict
• (2): commercial sexual exploitation of children
• (3): HIV/AIDS and child labour
• Complementarity between the ILO process and the 

CRC
• International cooperation (technical cooperation 

by ILO/IPEC)
• What can be done? – especially by family law 

specialists?
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UN Convention 
on the Rights
of the Child

UN Convention UN Convention 
on on thethe RightsRights
ofof thethe ChildChild

ILO Declaration
on Fundamental
Principles and
Rights at Work

ILO ILO DeclarationDeclaration
on on FundamentalFundamental
PrinciplesPrinciples andand
RightsRights atat WorkWork

Provides that children be
protected from economic

exploitation and work that
threatens their health

education and
development

ProvidesProvides thatthat childrenchildren bebe
protectedprotected fromfrom economiceconomic

exploitationexploitation andand workwork thatthat
threatensthreatens theirtheir healthhealth

educationeducation andand
developmentdevelopment

Declares the effective
abolition of child

labour as a social pillar
of the global economy

DeclaresDeclares thethe effectiveeffective
abolition abolition ofof childchild

labourlabour as a social as a social pillarpillar
ofof thethe global global economyeconomy

ILO Minimum Age
Convention, No. 138

ILO Worst Forms of
Child Labour
Convention, No. 182

International Principles and Rights
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What is child labour to be abolished?

Children between 
the minimum age 

and 18

Children between 
12/13 and the 
minimum age

Children below 
12/13 years of 

age

Work excluded 
from minimum 
age legislation

Light work
Non-hazardous, 

non-light
work

Hazardous work
(and also other 
worst forms of 
child labour)

Shaded area = child labour for abolition
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ILO 
Minimum Age

Convention
No. 138

Requires a national policy for the
effective abolition of child labour
(Art. 1)

Requires a specification of minimum
age > end of compulsory education
(Art. 2)

General Exceptions for
developing countries

Basic Minimum Age (Art. 2) 15 years 14 years

Hazardous work (Art. 3) 18 years NO EXCEPTION
(16 years conditionally)

Light work (Art. 7) 13-15 years 12-14 years

GeneralGeneral Exceptions forExceptions for
developingdeveloping countriescountries

Basic Minimum Age (Art. 2)Basic Minimum Age (Art. 2) 15 15 yearsyears 14 14 yearsyears

HazardousHazardous workwork (Art. 3)(Art. 3) 18 18 yearsyears NO EXCEPTIONNO EXCEPTION
(16 (16 yearsyears conditionallyconditionally))

Light Light workwork (Art. 7)(Art. 7) 1313--15 15 yearsyears 1212--14 14 yearsyears

Convention  No. 138
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Including
forced recruitment

for use in armed
conflict

IncludingIncluding
forcedforced recruitmentrecruitment

for use in for use in armedarmed
conflictconflict

Children in
prostitution and

pornography

ChildrenChildren inin
prostitution prostitution andand

pornographypornography

Children in
debt bondage or

trafficking

ChildrenChildren inin
debtdebt bondage orbondage or

traffickingtrafficking
Children in

slavery, forced or
compulsory

labour

ChildrenChildren inin
slaveryslavery, , forcedforced oror

compulsorycompulsory
labourlabour

Children 
in hazardous

work

Children Children 
in hazardousin hazardous

workwork Children in 
illicit activities

Children in Children in 
illicit activitiesillicit activities

All sectors
of economic

activity

Girls and boys
under 18 years

Special attention
for most vulnerable

like very young
and girls

Worst forms of
child labour as

priority
target groups

C 182: coverage
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To To taketake immediateimmediate andand effectiveeffective
measuresmeasures to to prohibitprohibit andand

eliminateeliminate thethe worstworst formsforms ofof
childchild labour as a labour as a mattermatter ofof

urgencyurgency (Art. 1)(Art. 1)

DetermineDetermine andand mapmap hazardoushazardous workwork

EstablishEstablish monitoring monitoring mechanismsmechanisms

Design/Design/implementimplement programmes programmes ofof actionaction

RatifyingRatifying membermember States mustStates must
applyapply thethe ConventionConvention

DevelopDevelop timetime boundbound measuresmeasures

EnhanceEnhance international assistance/international assistance/cooperationcooperation

C182: Obligations (summary)
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ILO Regular supervisory machinery
Government reports

Employers’ and workers’ comments

Direct requests sent
to governments

Observations published
in report III (4A)

Committee of Experts on the Application
of Conventions and Recommendations

Tripartite Conference Committee
[Governments, employers, workers]

of the International Labour Conference



10IPEC An ILO Initiative

Clear goals Clear goals –– specific targets specific targets –– defined time framedefined time frame

Definition:  
A set of integrated & 

coordinated 
policies & programmes
to prevent & eliminate a 

country’s worst forms of child 
labour within a defined 

period of time.

!Operates at many levels: international, 
national, provincial, community, 
individual/family.

! Addresses root causes of WFCL.

!Links to national development effort.

!Emphasis on “country ownership”.

What is the Time-Bound Programme?
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Statistical Information 
and Monitoring

Programme on Child Labour

StatisticalStatistical Information Information 
andand MonitoringMonitoring

Programme on Child LabourProgramme on Child Labour

Launched in 1998
Integral part of IPEC

Help collecting and generating
comprehensive and comparable 

quantitative and qualitative 
DATA  

Global Estimate 2002Global Estimate 2002

SIMPOC

246 million children
in child labour to be abolished

of whom,
186 million (aged 5-14) 
and 59 million (15-17) 
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Child LabourChild LabourChild Labour

PovertyPovertyPoverty

Poverty causes 
child labour and
child labour 
causes poverty !!

EDUCATIONEDUCATION

To break 
the cycle !!

Child labour and Poverty
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Government, employers, workersGovernmentGovernment, , employersemployers, , workersworkers

UN-system and IGOs,
in particular UNICEF
UN-system and IGOs,
in particular UNICEF

International and regional
development banks
(e.g. World Bank)

International and regional
development banks
(e.g. World Bank)

NGOs
(International,

regional, national
and local )

NGOs
(International,

regional, national
and local )

Private sector
(buisiness)

Private sector
(buisiness)

Universities, judiciary,
media, parliamentarians,

health and religious
organizations and/or

institutions

Universities, judiciary,
media, parliamentarians,

health and religious
organizations and/or

institutions

Community-based
organizations

(local schools, doctors,
teachers, chiefs

and others)

Community-based
organizations

(local schools, doctors,
teachers, chiefs

and others)

Children and
their families
Children and
their families

Family law
specialists !
Family law
specialists !

Partners and alliances
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A Global Cause

Elinmination
of child labour

Starting with
urgent action

against
worst forms

Elinmination
of child labour

Starting with
urgent action

against
worst forms

Partnerships and alliances
To fill the gap between THEORY and PRACTICE
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What can you do against child labour?

1. Be aware of child labour 
and make others aware too

2. Use the knowledge on child 
labour in your profession

3. Network and link with 
other actors
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For more informationFor more information
pleaseplease contactcontact

International Programme on the
Elimination of Child Labour

4, Route des Morillons
CH-1211 Geneva 22

Switzerland

Tel.: (+41 - 22) 799 81 81
Fax: (+41 - 22) 799 87 71

International Programme on International Programme on thethe
EliminationElimination ofof Child LabourChild Labour

4, Route des Morillons4, Route des Morillons
CHCH--1211 1211 GenevaGeneva 2222

SwitzerlandSwitzerland

Tel.: (+41 Tel.: (+41 -- 22) 799 81 8122) 799 81 81
Fax: (+41 Fax: (+41 -- 22) 799 87 7122) 799 87 71

E-mail:   ipec@ilo.org

Child labour website:
http://www.ilo.org/childlabour

EE--mail:   mail:   ipecipec@@ilo.orgilo.org

Child labour Child labour websitewebsite::
http://http://www.ilo.orgwww.ilo.org//childlabourchildlabour


